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Climate & Sustainability Policies 

GHG emissions reduction targets

• 45% reduction in GHG emissions by 2030 
based on 2010 levels

• 80% reduction in GHG emissions by 2050 
based on 2010 levels

• Offset the remaining 20% of GHG emissions 
in 2050 with carbon offset projects to be 
carbon neutral in 2050



Idea to Possibility: Solar Potential in Pennsylvania

Proprietary and Confidential

Selected Commentary PJM Interconnection Queue: 2015 vs. Current 

PJM has entered a new leg of growth in the supply of renewable energy projects buoyed by Renewable Portfolio Standards and 

ageing baseload generation 

PJM Transition To Renewable Energy

◼ While PJM load growth is expected to continue to remain subdued in the near-

term, longer-term EV adoption is expected to provide a boost to demand as 10% 

of all load by 2050 is driven by EV charging

◼ While wind and solar have experienced relatively slower adoption within PJM 

relative to other U.S. ISOs, interconnection requests have since become 

dominated by renewable resources, with solar / solar + storage comprising 64% 

of total active interconnection requests

─ Notably, 84% of total interconnection requests have been filed by renewables 

projects (1) driven by state procurement goals and lowering technology cost 

curves

◼ As part of its long-term forecast, WoodMackenzie anticipates that coal will 

completely exit PJM’s generation stack by 2040

─ Natural gas is not expected to grow, while solar is expected to increase at a 

14% CAGR through 2050 to comprise 14 GW of installed capacity

2015 PJM

Active Queue: 

53 GW

Solar / Solar + Storage Capacity in Current PJM Queue

84% Renewables

Current PJM

Active Queue: 

89 GW (1)
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Virginia leads solar-related PJM interconnection filings as a result of its 100% RPS 

mandate signed into law in April 2020
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Storage: 83 GW / 

10% CAGR

Solar: 14 GW / 

14% CAGR

Wind: 78 GW / 

7% CAGR

Natural Gas: 83 

GW / 0% CAGR

Coal: 0 GW / 

(71%) CAGR

Nuclear: 20 GW / 

(2%) CAGR

22% Renewables

At the end of 2015, natural gas comprised over 75% of the active capacity filed in the 

interconnection queue, but now represents only 10%

Source:  PJM website, WoodMackenzie.

(1) Data as of 3/29/2021. Includes projects with an ‘Active’ status.  
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Solar Potential in Pennsylvania



TIMELINE
• 2018: Discussions between COG Finance Director and Peter Buck (Chair, Ferguson Township Board of Supervisors)

• Convened Finance Directors

• 2019: Worked with the COG Finance and Public Services & Environment Committees + other Stakeholders to form a Working 

Group [Approval for COG Staff to facilitate and organize process.]

• Formed working group: Initial group; Solicitation of new members; Goals; Governance; Cost Allocation; Fiduciary appointment of 

State College Area School District; Create a Timeline for Action

• 2020: Asked to join World Resources Institute & Rocky Mountain Institute Aggregation Cohort

• Decided to pursue Energy Services Consultant (ESC)

• Initiated Request for Proposals (RFP) Draft for ESC

• 2021: Final Participation in WRI & RMI Aggregation Cohort

• Posted, Received, & Reviewed ESC Proposals

• Voted to Procure Services from GreenSky

SOLAR POWER PURCHASE AGREEMENT WORKING GROUP



Intergovernmental Cooperation [Act]
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GOALS
A. Reduce electricity costs

B. Provide price certainty for long-term electricity costs 

C. Meet sustainability and climate goals

D. Educate regional participating entities, citizens, professionals and youth in cooperating non-profit and business 
organizations

E. Reduce the cost of developing renewable energy projects 

F. Further integrate economic prosperity, health and well-being, and environmental integrity in energy 
development.

G. To facilitate industries and businesses within the region, to increase energy diversity and to reduce 
dependence on fossil fuels.

H. To enhance the economic value of Group assets 

I. To provide structures aesthetically compatible with the Group’s facilities and surrounding neighborhoods.
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Centre Area Transportation Authority Centre County Government

Centre County Housing Authority College Township

Centre Region Council of Governments Ferguson Township 

College Township Water Authority Halfmoon Township

State College Borough Water Authority Harris Township

State College Area School District Patton Township 

Centre Hall Potter Sewer Authority State College Borough

Centre County Refuse and Recycling Authority

SOLAR POWER PURCHASE AGREEMENT WORKING GROUP



GOVERNANCE

• SCASD lead organization as Fiduciary [CATA Federal 

Contracts Requirement]

• SCASD has two votes. All other entities get one.

• Majority rules. [All decisions to date have been 

unanimous.]
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SOLAR POWER PURCHASE AGREEMENT WORKING GROUP

COST ALLOCATION BASED ON ELECTRIC USAGE
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Free 

Workshops

Peer 

Learning

Free Tools & 

Resources *

Baltimore Region 
Procurement Group

Delaware Valley 
Region & 

Philadelphia 
Procurement Group

SPPA WG
New Hampshire 

Procurement Group

Virginia 
Procurement

McDonald’s & 
Michigan 

Procurement Group

LARGE SCALE 

RENEWABLE 

AGGREGATION 

COHORT
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Aggregated Renewables PPA Process

Form a 

procurement 

group

Align on 

desired project 

details

Select 

suppliers/ 

projects 

Negotiate 

contract terms 

and sign a 

PPA

Monitor 

progress and 

share lessons 

learned

Contract
Signed

● Assess renewables 

procurement needs 

[Done]

● Find partners who 

have similar needs 

[Done]

● Align on a 

governance structure 

and timeline

● Draft and distribute 

a joint request for 

proposal (RFP)

● Align on a selected 

developer

● Complete the detailed 

financial analysis for 

the transaction

● Co-develop a joint 

term sheet and a 

template contract. 

● Each buyer signs a 

separate but similar 

contract. 

● Maintain 

communication with 

the developer during 

project construction

● Share our story!

● Align with partners 

on contract details 

(project size, 

timeline and site 

location, etc.)

Where 

we are

Energy Services Consultant
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• Respond to questions 
regarding RFP

• Score the energy services 
consultant proposals 

• Interview 2 consultants

• Make recommendation 
to SPPA WG

Gretchen Brandt – SCASD COG liaison

Randy Brown – SCASD Finance & Operations Officer

Jason Grottini - SCBWA Board member

Bruce Donovan – CATA Director of Finance 

Jesse Barlow – State College Borough Council

Kevin Stahl – SCASD Purchasing Manager

Joe Viglione – COG Finance Director

Pam Adams – CRPA Sustainability Planner

RFP Review Team

SOLAR POWER PURCHASE AGREEMENT WORKING GROUP



RFP for Energy Services Consultant

May 12 SPPA Working Group approve RFP release 

Sept 7 Individual Board/Council endorse consultant

Sept 8 SPPA Working Group recommends SCASD hire consultant

Oct 11 SCASD, on SPPA Working Group’s recommendation, awards 
contract to consultant

SOLAR POWER PURCHASE AGREEMENT WORKING GROUP



ENERGY SERVICES CONSULTANT 

SOLAR POWER PURCHASE AGREEMENT WORKING GROUP

• Contract to investigate the viability of a SPPA

• SPPA WG’s recommendation out to 15 entities

• Total Cost ~$75,000



KEY DATES

Aug 12 – Sept 14: Boards/Councils endorse the hiring of an Energy 
Services Consultant

Sept 15, 2021: SPPA WG recommends SCASD hire an energy 

service consultant

Sept 15 – Oct 1: SCASD reviews, negotiates price and develops 

contract

October 11: SCASD, on SPPA Working Group’s 
recommendation, awards contract

SOLAR POWER PURCHASE AGREEMENT WORKING GROUP



“That the ___ concur with the SPPA Working Group’s 
recommendation and authorize ___ representative, ___, to vote 
to recommend that SCASD retain GreenSky Development Group 
as the Energy Services Consultant for the SPPA project in an 
amount not to exceed $75,000, of which ___ share is ___%.”

MOTIONS PASSED



1. Formed Project Management Team
2. Consult with GreenSky to determine process [Education of 

SPPA WG; RFI; RFP]
3. Develop Criteria for SPPA RFP & Release RFP
4. SPPA Proposal Review
5. To Award or not to Reward?

NEXT STEPS





Thank you!

QUESTIONS?
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